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Welcome to our first newsletter for 2022!

We have an exciting line up of news items from across our partnership 
including the opening of the IoT Centre at East Riding College, showcasing 
of high-tech precision agriculture equipment at Bishop Burton College and 
the rolling out of employer-led IoT master classes at Scarborough TEC and 
lots more besides!

Our ground-breaking research into using our 360° video cameras to innovate 
teaching and learning is also featured. All our partners are involved and the 
project is being led by Professor Kevin Burden from the University of 
Hull along with international support from Michael Feuerstein at Vienna 
University.

We heard before Christmas that the Government is adding a further nine 
IoTs to the original twelve. Our family is growing! This shows the 
commitment that the Government is showing to increasing higher level skills 
across the nation.

We would love to hear from you if you would like to get involved in the 
partnership or want to know more about the qualifications we offer.Annabel Jelley

Interim Head of YHIoT



What is the Yorkshire & Humber Institute of Technology?

For those that aren’t familiar with the YHIoT we are a partnership of the following 
organisations. We are one of 12 established IoTs across the country and part of a wider 
government initiative led by the Department for Education.

CONTENTS

Delivery Partners:

Askham Bryan College
Bishop Burton College
Craven College
 East Riding College
 Scarborough TEC
 Selby College
University of Hull
 York College
 York St John University



Our contact details
If you would like to contact us please email 
YHIoTAdmin@yorkcollege.ac.uk

Social media details
Our website address - https://yhiot.ac.uk/

You can also find us on Twitter - @YorkHumberIOT

LinkedIn - https://www.linkedin.com/company/yhiot

Facebook - Yorkshire & Humber Institute of Technology | Facebook

Plus visit our YouTube Channel

mailto:YHIoTAdmin@yorkcollege.ac.uk
https://yhiot.ac.uk/
https://twitter.com/YorkHumberIOT
https://www.linkedin.com/company/yhiot
https://www.facebook.com/YorkHumberIOT
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJ468bAQjThX77nSCOM28bA


YHIoT Facilities open at East 
Riding College in Beverley

In November 2021, the YHIoT facilities opened their doors at East Riding 
College at its Flemingate site in Beverley.

The IoT in the Yorkshire and Humber has brought investment of over £10 
million of capital funding into the region. The £2.1m Institute at East 
Riding College houses specialist high-level training facilities for engineering 
and technical disciplines. The College aims to boost employment 
opportunities and improve the number of suitably qualified candidates in 
the technical and professional jobs market.

East Riding College’s IoT will develop the highly specialised skills required 
by employers in the engineering and construction industries, such as 
higher-level Computer Aided Design (CAD) and higher technical Computer 
Numerical Controlled (CNC) skills. The new Institute includes a CAD suite, 
science lab and specialist industry standard workshop so higher-level 
engineers can learn advanced skills.

You can read more about the open event here and find out more about 
courses and see the facilities in a video here.

https://www.eastridingcollege.ac.uk/news/press-releases/2021/11/yorkshire-and-humber-institute-of-technology-opens-its-doors-at-erc
https://www.eastridingcollege.ac.uk/about-us/locations/yorkshire-humber-institute-of-technology


Sustainability on the Askham Bryan 
College IoT project from the ground up

Askham Bryan College’s new dedicated teaching and learning space, part of its Institute of 
Technology facility, has recently received the Energy Performance Certificate (EPC) 
confirming that it is a carbon-neutral building. The teaching and learning space 
complements the facility’s new precision beef grower unit which will be used for the 
delivery of courses on sustainable and high welfare farming practices. The net carbon-
neutral building uses roof-mounted photovoltaic panels which saves more carbon than the 
main electric and gas supply consumes. The farm buildings will also incorporate 
environmentally-friendly functions such as a greywater harvesting system.

Fresh from the College’s recent issue of its strategic plan, (see the full video here) the new 
development lends to its strategic theme #4 (sustainability and wider contribution to the 
circular economy are embedded into college life).

Mark Gent, Askham Bryan College Director of Estates says, “The build’s contractor has 
carefully planned a construct that takes into consideration environmental-friendly 
elements. This small step is a big contribution to our ambition to become a carbon-
neutral college by 2050.”

The building works are due to be completed by late winter 2022 and fit-out works installed 
by early spring.

https://785d074e.flowpaper.com/27548aABCStrategicPlan202126Edition4Aug21FINAL/#page=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LllMflr5Tuc


360-degree videoing equipment brings Virtual and 
Augmented Reality into the classroom at Selby College

• Engineering students at Selby College have immersed themselves into the world
of Virtual Reality (VR) and Augmented Reality (AR) thanks to new 360-degree
video equipment.

• As part of the Department for Education funding, the Yorkshire and Humber
Institute of Technology invested in 360-degree video equipment which is
already being used for video learning material across classrooms at Selby
College.

• The Engineering department has used the tool to capture video footage of the
College’s Institute of Technology laboratory. Students are then able to use a VR
headset to ‘walk round’ and explore the facilities and find out more about the
state-of-the-art equipment and how to use it.

• “The 360-degree video equipment not only allows us to bring our Institute of
Technology facility to life through VR and AR, but it also enables us to annotate
the videos so that users can find out more about each piece of equipment and
how to use it, creating a fully immersive experience. We also plan to use the
equipment to replicate scenarios which would happen when working out in the
field, such as diagnosing and fixing equipment,” said Steve Butler, Engineering
Lecturer at Selby College.



All eyes on Yorkshire students after 
Bishop Burton College gets £1.7m 
high tech boost

Bishop Burton College is hoping a £1.7m investment in 
technology will encourage more young people to take up 
farming.

It means students can now access the latest cutting-edge
technologies thanks to the new centre for Precision 
Agriculture at Bishop Burton college.

Andrew Manfield - farming technology developer - said 
new technology can aid farmers to do a better job and soon 
they will be able to 'control the machines remotely '.
He said the RC75 autonomous vehicle, (pictured) is a good 
example as it will do 'the cultivating and seeding for 
farmers while they do other things.“

You can see the report on ITV news here.

https://www.itv.com/news/calendar/2021-07-15/17m-college-high-tech-boost-aims-to-encourage-more-farming-students


Bishop Burton College hosts Future 
Farming Knowledge Transfer Event

• The Centre for Precision Agriculture at Bishop Burton College was home to the first 
Future Farming Knowledge Transfer event.

• Over fifty delegates from the agricultural world attended the event to learn about 
the use of technologies within the sector, with a key focus on precision and 
regenerative farming solutions.

• The Knowledge Transfer event provided a showcase of some of the equipment and 
approaches that are used on the Bishop Burton Farm, as well as in Agricultural 
curriculum that is offered at the college. Three new fully-funded ‘bite sized’ 
courses were also launched at the event, focusing on Agricultural Robotics, 
Agricultural Guidance Systems and Communication and Agricultural Technology, 
Data Handling and Communication. 

• The short courses will give farming businesses and employees new skills and ways 
of engaging with technology to help improve productivity, reduce emissions and 
soil erosion. The aim is to develop higher level skills and the adoption of forward-
looking agricultural technologies.

• You can read more about this event here.

https://www.bishopburton.ac.uk/about-us/news/bishop-burton-college-hosts-future-farming-knowledge-transfer-event-20-12-2021


Pepper brings ‘age of robotics’ to York 
College & University Centre

• Meet the latest member of York College’s Digital and Engineering Technologies team - Pepper, 
the world’s first ‘social humanoid robot’.

• Manufactured by Japanese company Softbank Robotics, Pepper is designed for 
human interaction, and could soon be playing a role in College life.

• Pepper, who can recognise faces and basic human emotions, will now be assisting students in 
their understanding of robotics, coding and real-world robotics applications.

• David McNorton, Deputy Head of Digital Technologies, said: “Society is moving into the age of 
robotics. The advances being made are exponential in terms of what can be achieved."

• “This is really valuable for our students because they are the ones who will be working with this 
technology in the years to come. It’s going to be a big part of the curriculum here.”

• “Students are learning how to code the robot for real life events. One of the first things we’d like 
Pepper to do is greet people at college open events. He gets a great reaction from people. Once 
they begin interacting with him they immediately seem to bond.”

(L-R) Digital Tutor, Matthew Longman; Pepper; and Deputy Head of 
Digital Technologies, David McNorton.



Shared Software – 360 Video Project
• As part of the 360 Interactive Video Project, Craven 

College has received four 360 cameras (Insta360 
ONE-R Camera Twin Edition and Kandao QooCam
8k Camera) from the IoT.

• The Project is looking at innovative ways of using a 
360 camera for educational purposes and to 
involve students in 360 video production. So far 
Craven College students have used the equipment 
to record elements of Craven College’s HE 
graduation ceremonies to give a different 
perspective to the event. 

• The Marketing Team at Craven College has also 
used the 360 cameras in a video to demonstrate 
how students can get to college from public 
transports points in the locality, walking the routes 
to college.



YHIoT Conference - ‘Business and 
Education working together delivering 
skills for the region’

We held our first online Conference in November which was a successful 
two-day event.  
Many of our partners hosted talks which were varied and well received.
Pictured right are the students from Askham Bryan College who are 
degree-level agrics who attended.  Neil Pickard, Beyond Nature Farming 
Officer of Yorkshire Water and Nidderdale AONB, spoke on behalf of 
University Centre Askham Bryan.

His session, ‘Sustainable Land Management – Beyond Nature' gave a 
brief Introduction to Yorkshire Water land holdings (2nd largest land 
owner in Yorkshire) and covered poignant issues in agriculture including 
carbon emissions, biodiversity, soil health and water quality.

Thank you to everyone who took part and attended the event.   Further 
information can be found here.

https://www.linkedin.com/company/yorkshire-water/
https://yhiot.ac.uk/conference/


Master Classes take place at Scarborough TEC 
during December
There was a fantastic turnout of current L3 students, who were really interested in 
the variety of talks and the possible career paths opened to them by the IoT. Two 
of these were delivered by Richard Askew, MD of Askew Brook, and Neil 
Fitzpatrick, Creative Director of Fitzpatrick Design. There was also a 
demonstration of the 3D printer.

Neil said he enjoyed the event, adding: "Scarborough TEC is a fantastic facility, 
with great staff and students."

Richard thanked Scarborough TEC for 
the invitation to speak to their students, 
commenting that there was "a bumper 
crowd and a great space".



Our Partners
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