
ASKHAM BRYAN 
COLLEGE RESPONDS 
TO DEMAND FOR 
INNOVATIVE LAND-
BASED EDUCATION
In 1948, the first 40 residential students 
arrived at the college’s only campus 
in York - men only “owing to limited 
accommodation”. Now it’s transformed 
with over 4000 students, of which over 
half are female, across five centres 
including Middlesbrough, Saltaire, 
Wakefield and Newcastle.

“Transformational change” is a phrase 
you’ll hear regularly from Tim Whitaker, 
Principal and CEO since 2019. Last 
year, the college launched its 2030 
Vision setting an ambitious path to be 
a national leader in animal science 
and conservation and sustainable 
food production. The college knows it 
plays a major role as the key regional 
land-based technical and professional 
training provider. It also knows its 
community of industry businesses 
and employers is crucial if the right 
curriculum and courses are to be 
developed, that meet current and 

emerging industry needs. As the only 
land-based college nationally to have its 
own degree-awarding powers, Askham 
Bryan is well placed to respond.

The land-based sector must attract a new, 
diverse body of students that understand 
the acute relevance of land-based training 
in the wake of recent global issues such 
as supply chain interruptions, and climate 
change affecting animals, plants and food 
sources.

INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
Askham Bryan College is part of 
the Yorkshire & Humber Institute of 
Technology, a regional consortium 
of colleges with a £14 million capital 
investment from the Department for 
Education funding vital investments 
toward digital technology in education. 
Thanks to its £1.7 million share, the 
college will open a new high-welfare 
precision calf-rearing and beef grower 
unit, with a dedicated teaching and 
learning space in the summer. These 
‘real-life’ learning environments will 
ensure the delivery of innovative 
and sustainable high welfare farming 
practices for higher skills provision 
and degree-level training through the 
college’s University Centre Askham 
Bryan (UCAB).

DIGITAL SKILLS ACADEMY
Funding has also come from York 
& North Yorkshire Local Enterprise 
Partnership through the government’s 
Getting Building Fund, resulting in a 
new £1 million Digital Skills Academy. 
The academy provides a purpose-built 
environment to teach both essential 
digital literacy skills to current students, 
as well as enhanced digital skills to 
the existing land-based workforce, 
upskilling and reskilling them in 
line with current emerging digital 
technology.

BIOYORKSHIRE
The BioYorkshire partnership - 
University of York, Askham Bryan 
College and Fera Science - will 
harness the expertise of scientists 
and industry. Their 10-year plan will 
kick start the region’s post-Covid 
economy and transform the region into 
the UK hub for green innovation and 
enterprise. The project will “level up” 
the North of England, generating 4,000 
skilled jobs. BioYorkshire will tackle 
some of the world’s major economic 
and environmental challenges and 
contribute to the region’s goal to 
become the nation’s first carbon-
negative region. Askham Bryan 
College has a key role supporting 
the skills training for the future land-
based workforce that will ensure 
BioYorkshire’s ambitions are achieved.

Askham Bryan College - apply for 
college and degree-level courses 
starting this September. For open 
days, programmes and industry 
partnerships: askham-bryan.ac.uk 
or enquiries@askham-bryan.ac.uk.


