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Annabel Jelley
Interim Head of YHIoT

Welcome to our latest newsletter!

We have had a busy few months updating and growing our offer of higher 
technical qualifications. We now have over 75 courses covering everything 
from digital marketing and cyber security to veterinary nursing and electrical 
engineering.

There really is something for everyone and more to the point, these are the 
skills that businesses are desperate for.

You'll forgive us for showcasing all the great work we are doing in our 
partnership, and you can see from this newsletter that we are making a terrific 
impact across Yorkshire & the Humber.

We're also very excited to be having our annual conference in a few weeks – to 
which you are all invited! Then focus is on ‘Business and Education working 
together delivering skills for the region’ and we have some fascinating speakers 
as well as demonstrations of exciting technology.

Yorkshire and Humber Institute of Technology Conference 7 October 2022
Aura Innovation Centre, Hull 9.00am to 3.30pm

If you are interested, please check out the details on our website and book a 
place.

https://yhiot.ac.uk/conference-oct-22/


What is the Yorkshire & Humber Institute of Technology?

For those that aren’t familiar with the YHIoT we are a partnership of the following 
organisations. We are one of 12 established IoTs across the country and part of a wider 
government initiative led by the Department for Education.

Delivery Partners:

Askham Bryan College
Bishop Burton College
Craven College
 East Riding College
 Scarborough TEC
 Selby College
University of Hull
 York College
 York St John University



Our contact details
If you would like to contact us please email
YHIoTAdmin@yorkcollege.ac.uk

Social media details
Our website address - https://yhiot.ac.uk/

You can also find us on Twitter - @YorkHumberIOT

LinkedIn - https://www.linkedin.com/company/yhiot

Facebook - Yorkshire & Humber Institute of Technology | Facebook

Plus visit our YouTube Channel

mailto:YHIoTAdmin@yorkcollege.ac.uk
https://yhiot.ac.uk/
https://twitter.com/YorkHumberIOT
https://www.linkedin.com/company/yhiot
https://www.facebook.com/YorkHumberIOT
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJ468bAQjThX77nSCOM28bA


University of Hull hosts 
360 Video Project

The 360 Interactive Video Project gathering -
which took place on Thursday 31 March on the 
University’s campus - saw partners share their 
experiences of using interactive videos, as well as 
discuss new ideas to take the technology forwards.

The initiative was launched to help partners invest 
in industry standard equipment and provide a 
higher level of technical training. It aims to 
enhance employment opportunities and ensure 
highly qualified employees for the region’s 
employers.

You can read more about it here and see more 
information and photos on our website.

https://www.hull.ac.uk/work-with-us/more/media-centre/news/2022/university-of-hull-hosts-yorkshire-humber-institute-of-technology-for-360-video-project
https://yhiot.ac.uk/360-interactive-video-project/


Inspirational Stories from 
our students

Aschton Eichholz
Studied Foundation Degree (FdSc) Digital Technology 
(Cybersecurity)
“I am currently studying the FdSc Digital Technology 
(Cybersecurity) as I believe it will allow me to access a great 
career path in the future. I enjoy this course as it enables me to 
access a much deeper understanding of how technology works in 
the world around us.
I chose to study at York College University Centre because of the 
high-quality facilities, great staff and good location. My tutors are 
very supportive and are always there to help if I need any support 
overcoming obstacles while completing assignments. The course 
is really enjoyable.
In the future I would like a career in the technology industry and 
this course will enable me to achieve this goal.”



Inspirational Stories from our 
students

Megan Wright
Studying Higher National Certificate (HNC) Construction & the 
Built Environment

“I work for Barratt Homes as a trainee Quantity Surveyor and to 
help my development they suggested I undertake the HNC at York 
College University Centre.  This means I’m getting the opportunity 
to study whilst also working at the same time. Barratt Homes are 
also funding my education which is great for my career 
development.

I decided to continue my education at York College University 
Centre as it offered the HNC which is a highly recognised 
qualification in the construction industry. My tutors are very 
engaged in my development and they want me to achieve my goals, 
both in College and in my career. If I ever struggle in any modules, 
my tutors are always on hand to offer extra support and tutorials.

Once I’ve completed my course I’d like to progress further within 
the company and eventually become a qualified Quantity Surveyor.”



Ensuring evolving technical skills 
needs are addressed

York College; the lead College of YHIoT; are working towards meeting the evolving technical skills 
needs in various fields.

They are very proud to have the world’s first ‘social humanoid robot’ on site. Manufactured by 
Japanese company Softbank Robotics, Pepper is designed for human interaction. Pepper, who can 
recognise faces and basic human emotions, will now be assisting students in their understanding of 
robotics, coding and real-world robotics applications.

David McNorton, Deputy Head of Digital Technologies, said: “Society is moving into the age of 
robotics. The advances being made are exponential in terms of what can be achieved."

“This is really valuable for our students because they are the ones who will be working with this 
technology in the years to come. It’s going to be a big part of the curriculum here.”

“Students are learning how to code the robot for real life events. One of the first things we’d like 
Pepper to do is greet people at college open events. He gets a great reaction from people. Once 
they begin interacting with him they immediately seem to bond.”

You can see what work is being done nationally to meet the country’s evolving technical skills 
needs in this report from Institutes of Technology Network. https://bit.ly/3zyCiDp

https://youtu.be/AWEnbq0-gbU

https://bit.ly/3zyCiDp


Askham Bryan College responds to
demand for innovative land-based education
The college knows it plays a major role as the key regional land-based technical and professional 
training provider. It also knows its community of industry businesses and employers is crucial if the 
right curriculum and courses are to be developed, that meet current and emerging industry needs. As 
the only land-based college nationally to have its own degree-awarding powers, Askham Bryan is well 
placed to respond.
The land-based sector must attract a new, diverse body of students that understand the acute 
relevance of land-based training in the wake of recent global issues such as supply chain interruptions, 
and climate change affecting animals, plants and food sources.
Askham Bryan College is part of the Yorkshire & Humber Institute of Technology, a regional consortium 
of colleges with a £10 million capital investment from the Department for Education funding vital 
investments toward digital technology in education. Thanks to its £1.7 million share, the college will 
open a new high-welfare precision calf-rearing and beef grower unit, with a dedicated teaching and 
learning space in the summer. These ‘real-life’ learning environments will ensure the delivery of 
innovative and sustainable high welfare farming practices for higher skills provision and degree-level 
training through the college’s University Centre Askham Bryan (UCAB).
There is further information here.

https://yhiot.ac.uk/ws/media-library/d222eb7edf29403ca969cdd15a8ea432/innovative-land-based-education.pdf


Ensuring on-farm efficiency, 
productivity and sustainability
Sixty-nine percent of the people in the UK feel it is important to reduce waste during food production

Askham Bryan College’s (one of our partners) new high-welfare precision livestock farming facility is built and 
resourced to drive on-farm efficiency, productivity, and sustainability. From their carbon-neutral livestock housing 
and learning space buildings to our efficient operations within the project, the Institute of Technology project 
ensures students learn industry-standard skills using effectual practices and precision equipment. These ‘real-life’ 
learning environments provide innovative and sustainable high welfare farming for higher skills provision and 
degree-level training. As the only land-based college nationally to have degree-awarding powers, Askham Bryan 
College is well-placed to respond through the college’s University Centre Askham Bryan (UCAB).

Thanks to innovative technology from Holme and Lau, installed by Clarkson Dairy Services, calf feeders used in 
their IoT facility add another element to their overall precision farming operations. 

Industry partner Matt Clarkson of Clarkson Dairy Services Ltd. says, “Clarkson Dairy Services is proud to be 
associated with the new Precision Beef Unit Project through the supply and installation of a new Holm & Laue Calf 
Expert automatic calf feeder. The state-of-the-art feeding technology allows for fully programmable feed curves 
and growth rate monitoring on a calf-by-calf basis.”

The equipment allows feeding group pens of calves with a fresh mix adapted to each calf. Their individual growth 
and age determine their prepared feeding as each calf wears its unique readable tag which the feeder scans. 
Unlike a central milk supply, the calf feeders use lower milk replacer powder concentration as calves progress from 
rearing to the weaning phase. This individual animal feeding can only be achieved if the mix is prepared 
individually for each calf; Calf Expert enables this. Any residual milk is kept warm and flushed out of the system 
following longer drinking breaks minimising bacterial count and maximising hygiene and feeding suitable for every 
animal. This avoids additional complications to calf-rearing, enabling healthier and more sustainable practices.

Matt adds, “The data provided will allow students to analyse this relationship in detail, building their knowledge 
and understanding to leave them well placed for a future career in precision livestock farming.” 
https://lnkd.in/e_ssjYrb

https://lnkd.in/e_ssjYrb


Merging Nature and 
Technology with 360 Video

Through the 360 Video Project led by YHIoT it has been possible for Askham 
Bryan College arboriculture student Tristan Cross to climb great heights to 
get the perfect shot for fellow learners. It is for the Yorkshire and Humber 
Institute of Technology (YHIoT) 360-degree video project, and he is using his 
skills to help develop immersive learning resources. Along with his tutor Dan 
Burdus and Chris Wright from the College’s Digital Learning Team, they are 
collaborating to create an interactive arborist learning experience.

This content will provide a ‘pre-climb’ 
experience for students, creating immersive 
real-life subject-specific scenarios, authentic 
with full effect and safe enough to build 
confidence for budding learners.
You can read more on their website and in an 
article from The Press.

https://www.askham-bryan.ac.uk/news/merging-nature-and-technology-with-360-video/
https://www.yorkpress.co.uk/news/20266730.askham-bryan-college-york-student-vr-treetop-work/


Bishop Burton College features in 
recent IoT Report

One of our partners, Bishop Burton College, features in the IoT 
Report published Thursday 16 June 2022 by the Institutes of 
Technology Network (pages 14 & 15). It focusses on 
environmental challenges faced by the agriculture sector and 
how the innovative technical skills offered by the college help to 
address them. You can read the whole report and the section 
from Bishop Burton College here.

Paul Lawrence, Director of Strategic Partners and External 
Relations at York College, who also chairs the YHIoT marketing 
group, said it was essential the Yorkshire & Humber IoT continues 
to be at the forefront of providing the skilled workforce needed 
to meet the region’s green ambitions.
“The report shows that IoT partners in Yorkshire & Humber are 
essential in providing a future workforce skilled in science, 
technology, engineering and maths (STEM) as well as sustainable 
construction, electric vehicles and other technologies,” he said.

https://www.linkedin.com/company/bishop-burton-college/
https://www.institutesoftechnology.org.uk/spotlight/skills-to-succeed


Ensuring Environment Issues are 
addressed when working in farming 
and agriculture
70% of people feel that reducing food waste during production is more important to them than it was five years ago and 69% 
feel the same about efficient farming to avoid food waste. 

The wider agricultural sector is under increasing pressure to maintain crop production levels to meet the needs of the 
population, whilst minimising the adverse impact on the environment intensive farming can have. The Yorkshire and Humber 
IoT is upskilling the current agricultural workforce and preparing the next generation of farmers with higher level technical
skills, to work the land sustainably, through precision agriculture technologies and techniques. 

The use of precision equipment such as GPS, Trimble and Yara N-Sensor enables the accurate application of nitrogen fertiliser, 
which whilst improving the health of the soil also uses large amounts of natural gas and energy. These technologies deliver a
higher level of accuracy in the application of the fertiliser, which crucially reduces the amount of fertiliser being used. 

This sensitive treatment of the land maximises crop production without being detrimental to the environment. Students 
leverage precision equipment and develop greater understanding of the implications and importance of sustainable farming 
practices; readying them to handle the challenges of today and tomorrow within the industry. 

STUDENT QUOTATIONS

Nathan Pilgrim   “Because of the IoT it has furthered my education to get the job that I want to in the future, hopefully 
becoming a farm manager.” 

Lucy May Verheyen  “Because of the IoT it has developed my skills in farming, especially with the industry always progressing.” 

Jess Stocks  “Because of the IoT it has given me the skills to take back to the arable farm back home.”



Selby College gives adults training 
boost with new technical 
programme 

Selby College is offering working adults the opportunity to 
rapidly upskill and retrain into higher skilled jobs through its 
brand-new Institute of Technology training programme.

The Introduction to Industrial Control and Automation course 
offers an overview of Programmable Logic Controllers and 
Pneumatics, as well as Air Filtration and Drying and Basic 
Circuit Theory including Circuit Design using CAD.

Sam Wright, Principal and Chief Executive of the Heart of 
Yorkshire Education Group, said: “Providing adults with the 
opportunity to upskill and retrain at any stage of their lives is 
a big ethos of ours at Selby College. That’s why we are 
delighted to be a part of this project, which will open the door 
for adults to gain higher-technical training and secure well-
paid jobs.”

You can read more about the course here.

https://www.selby.ac.uk/courses/control-and-automation--level-2


Higher-Technical Qualifications being 
delivered at Selby College

As part of its role within the Yorkshire and Humber Institute of Technology, Selby College specialises in delivering higher-
technical qualifications in Engineering and Manufacturing and Digital and Computing. 

“At the Yorkshire and Humber Institute of Technology, we have a unique ability to deliver the higher-quality technical training 
the region demands across a wide range of industries. This includes everything from revolutionising the operations of our 
industrial partners to advances in agricultural engineering and precision farming to bridging digital skills gaps. Collectively, we 
are able to deliver the next-generation workforce that employers need to be able to seize the benefits that innovations in 
modern technology present.”  Sam Wright, Principal and Chief Executive of the Heart of Yorkshire Education Group  

“Our role within the Yorkshire and Humber Institute of Technology has enabled us to position ourselves as a leader in 
Engineering and Manufacturing education and training. Within our state-of-the-art manufacturing facility onsite, we have the 
latest Industry 4.0 automated technology which allows us to replicate the modern-day factory and production line. That is why 
a number of Food and Drink manufacturers such ABP Food Group, Greencore, Haribo and JE Hartleys, have turned to us to 
train their workforce to become the next-generation of manufacturing engineers – enabling them to be at the forefront of the 
Industrial revolution.”  

“Our state-of-the-art Institute of Technology facilities are also enabling us to support businesses regionally and nationally in
their mission to deliver greener energy sources. Thanks to this, we are able to offer the UK’s first educational programme of its 
kind in Carbon Capture and Storage, ensuring that employers have the highly-skilled workforce in place who can operate these 
crucial climate-saving technologies,” added Sam.  

Sam Wright, Principal and Chief Executive of the Heart of Yorkshire Education Group  

Quote from a student

“Selby College’s role in the Institute of Technology has enabled the other students on the course and I to be trained on 
industry standard equipment, which I wasn’t familiar with before I joined the College. Now I know how automatics, 
pneumatics, power fluid and mechanisms work and have been able to introduce this knowledge into my day-to-day job. I can 
now recommend systems to my employer which has helped me develop and make improvements to the company I work for.”    
Adam Thompson, Higher National, Diploma in General Engineering, Student at Selby College.



Cyber Security Project 
to tackle Cyber Crime
Yorkshire and Humber Institute of Technology has been working on a new Cyber 
Security project with the University of Hull to provide businesses with the support they 
need to tackle cybercrime.

The curriculum development is being done in collaboration with colleges and 
universities across the YHIoT and employer partner Skipton Building Society.  

The project is currently consulting with businesses across the Yorkshire and Humber 
region to identify where employers think the skills gaps are - and to develop the right 
types of provision to meet industry needs.

Tracey Murray, Head of Curriculum for Creative Arts & Digital Skills at East Riding 
College said, “Cyber Security is a huge area of expansion and opportunity.  The need for 
trained technical experts is growing and as with a lot of STEM careers, demand is 
outstripping supply.  Working in our collaborative partnership with the University of 
Hull and Skipton Building Society we hope to address these skills shortages by offering 
practical training which allows employers to skill-up their workforce to understand how 
cyber criminals operate, allowing them to take proactive steps to increase security and 
protect their business and customers.”



Visit to Balfour Beatty
Level 2 Civil Engineering students and apprentices at the YHIoT at 
East Riding College went on a trip to visit Balfour Beatty in Hull to 
find out more about the major infrastructure project on the A63 
approaching Hull on the edge of the Humber.  They discovered the 
extent of the groundworks and roadworks and the measures being 
put in place to ensure the new roads are stable, given the extreme 
underground conditions. The student engineers also learned about 
working towards strict sustainability targets and what Balfour 
Beatty do to meet these on every site.

Laura Shakespeare, Head of Curriculum for Business Responsive 
Programmes said, “This trip helped our learners by giving them 
industry insights relating to sustainability, a core component of 
every engineering qualification we teach at the YHIoT.”



VISR Launch of Facilities

The Launch of the Yorkshire 
& Humber IoT Metaverse 
Centre took place on 10 
June 2022 at VISR Dynamics 
in Hull.  

It was fascinating to see 
how this technology will 
change teaching and 
learning in the classrooms 
and beyond.
https://lnkd.in/eu7tQC43

https://lnkd.in/eu7tQC43


York St John University invests in the future of the 
creative industries with new Creative Centre

An invited audience of community partners and industry professionals joined staff and 
students for the formal launch of the York St John Creative Centre on Thursday 9 June. 
BBC news anchor and Chancellor of York St John University Reeta Chakrabarti officially 
opened the building alongside University Vice Chancellor Professor Karen Bryan OBE.

First opened to students in October 2021, the York St John Creative Centre provides a 
permanent new home for the University’s performance and computer science courses. 
Spanning three floors, the building is low energy and has been designed with 
sustainability and adaptability in mind to cater for students’ needs and to benefit the 
wider community.
A whole floor of purpose-built teaching rooms offers the latest high-specification 
hardware for computer science, software engineering and games development. York St 
John University works with the Institute of Technology for Yorkshire and the Humber to 
deliver teaching and research side by side.

Speaking at the launch, Chancellor Reeta Chakrabarti said: “The Creative Centre is just 
one example of how York St John University is continuing to invest in the cultural and 
economic capital of York and the wider region.”

You can read more about the event here.

https://www.yorkpress.co.uk/news/20199728.york-st-john-universitys-creative-centre-opened-bbcs-reeta-chakrabarti/


A Different Kind of Guide Dog
Level 2 and Level 3 Esports students at Craven College’s IoT teamed up with Kettu Studios 
on their new Augmented Reality (AR) Mobile Game 'Dogs' Dales'. 

Dogs’ Dales is shown through AR via your phone and takes you around areas of Skipton, 
North Yorkshire locating the characters of the game and encourages people to learn about 
the history and experience of visiting Skipton.

The students supported Kettu Studios by helping test the functionality and features of the 
game and testing an alternative app for comparison. They then fed back their findings to 
Virpi Kettu, of Kettu Studios for further game development.

The students found the experience rewarding as they got to see first-hand how testing has 
a positive impact on games development. It also gave them real-world experience of a test 
session run for a commercially viable game currently in production. So successful were the 
sessions, that the students will be returning to help out with further testing for Kettu 
Studios. 

Chris Wright, Lecturer in Information Technology and Esports said, “This is a valuable 
activity for students, as it is showing them how skills and knowledge learned in college 
directly relates to a job within their chosen industry and that the testing and reviews we 
conduct on college assignments are the same as that conducted in a real-world project.”



Our Partners
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